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A Message from Kentucky PTA President
As the school year comes to an end,
please complete the following items
of business:
Immediately after your election, even
if officers do not change, please
complete the 2016‐2017 Officer &
Chairmen Information form and send
it to the Kentucky PTA.

Membership Corner
Student Recognition Program

Things to do in May and June:
1. Prepare to meet the new financial
review deadline. Submit an annual
financial report to the principal of
your school and mail the Financial
Review Form to Kentucky PTA, 148
Consumer Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601,
by July 15.
2. Explore PTA Resources for
Families on the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA).
3. Complete the 2016 Officer &
Chairmen Information form.

June 30 ‐ July 3, 2016
National PTA Convention

Both returning and newly elected
officers are welcome to attend the
Cherie Dimar
Kentucky PTA Convention on July 15
& 16 in Louisville, Kentucky. More information about Convention
is included in this issue.
All PTAs and PTSAs are required to complete a financial review
of their financial books and mail the form to the Kentucky PTA
office by the new deadline of July 15.
The leadership transition of one PTA board to another can be
very stressful. If you are an outgoing president, please make
time to meet with the next president and share information.
Being mindful of finishing your job before you move on will help
ensure the continued success of your PTA.
Strong family‐school partnerships help create safe, healthy
environments and make every child's potential a reality. Thanks
for all you have done this school year!

The Influence and Impact of Teachers
While the first Saturday in May is
cause for celebration in Kentucky

each year, the first week of May also
should be on everyone's calendar. It's
national Teacher Appreciation Week
and it's a great time to think of and
thank those teachers who have
influenced your life.
While writing this month's column,
I tried to think about a teacher who
had a big influence on me and how I
turned out. I thought about this for a
while, but I just ended up stumped.
Stephen Pruitt
It is too hard to think of just one. I
have been very lucky to have had a lot of great teachers.

July 15 ‐ 16, 2016

Kentucky PTA Convention
at Chancey Elementary School
4301 Murphy Lane, Louisville, KY

My mom, of course, was one of my first teachers. She also was
my science teacher from 5th through 8th grade and showed me
how to make teaching meaningful for students. I had some
wonderful high school teachers too, including Jean Evans, who
taught a course called Modern History. She showed me the
importance of student perspective and how powerful student‐
teacher discussion can be. (Read more)

Membership Corner
This month's tip: celebrate your accomplishments!

See what you can look forward to
on Friday (7/15) and Saturday (7/16).
Grant applications for the Kentucky
PTA Convention are due June 1. Or
download a registration form and
register before June 15 for a
discounted rate.
Due to a vacancy in the office of
President Elect, Janet Jones meets
the necessary criteria and has agreed
to run for President Elect. If you are
interested in running for the office
of President Elect, please follow
these guidelines:
Nominees must have given thirty
(30) days' notification before the
beginning of the annual convention
of their intent to run.
Notification must be given in writing
to the Kentucky PTA President,
Nominating Committee Chair, and

Plan an all‐school reward, such as a popcorn party or movie
night, for when you reach your membership goal. Submit an
article to your local paper on any awards or recognition your
PTA receives or any award your unit presents to a member.
Then, end your school year on a strong note.
Help with your school's kindergarten registration
and send information about PTA to the parents and new
students. Send in your membership dues to the Kentucky PTA
on the 15th of each month. Encourage your board members
to attend the Kentucky PTA convention, to network and
gather all new membership information. Turn over all
records to next year's membership chair prior to convention.
Congratulations on a job well done!

Student Recognition Program

Convention Chair, by June 15, 2016.
KYPTA President
Cherie Dimar
kypta.president@gmail.com
Nominating Committee Chair
Eddie Squires
programs@15thdistrictpta.org
Convention Chair
Jennifer Jackson
jennifer.jackson28@gmail.com

KY PTA Executive Board
President
Cherie Dimar
President Elect
vacant
VP Leadership & Outreach
Autumn Neagle
VP Organization Services
Maria Sorolis
VP Programs
Leeann Myers
VP Communications
vacant
VP Membership
Kathy Smiley
Secretary
Heather McGovern
Treasurer
Brian Wampler
Legislative Commissioner
Sharon Whitworth

The Kentucky PTA Student Recognition Award Ceremony was
held on Saturday, May 14, at the Lexington Children's Theatre.
With over 400 in attendance, we recognized nearly 150
students, one teacher and one parent. Six students from
Kentucky were also named National PTA Reflection Winners,
including:
National Outstanding Interpretation: Mackenzie Smith, 10th
grade, duPont Manual, Visual Artwork, "When an Artist Imagines"
National Award of Excellence: Joanna Cholewo, 6th grade,
Tates Creek Middle, Visual Artwork, "Light as a Feather"
National Award of Excellence: Morgan Taylor Ray, 5th grade,
Lincoln Performing Arts, Photography, "Light My Wings"
National Award of Merit: Alexandria Kinard, 10th grade, duPont
Manual, Dance Choreography, "The Calm Before the Storm"
National Award of Merit: Luke Dow Pearson, 12th grade, duPont
Manual, Music Composition, "A Trip Down the Stairs"
National Award of Merit: Clay Devlin, 12th grade, duPont
Manual, Photography, "Mosaic Mind "
The 2016‐2017 Reflections theme was announced. "What is Your
Story" will be the theme that our artists will use to create their
next award‐winning pieces. For more information on starting a
Reflections contest in your school, contact Jessica
Merriman, reflectionskypta@gmail.com, 859.806.7325. Updated
information will be available this summer on the kypta.org
website.

Immediate Past President
Eddie Squires

National PTA School of Excellence is a recognition program that

supports and celebrates partnerships between PTAs and schools
to enrich the educational experience and overall well‐being for
all students.
Your PTA and school will gain new ways to engage families in
programs, practices and policies related to education, health,
safety or the arts. Click here for more information or contact
excellence@pta.org, 800.307.4782.
KYPTA | find us on Facebook
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Several Kentucky PTA board members are attending the
National PTA Convention, June 29 ‐ July 3, in Orlando, Florida,
and will vote on the following resolutions:
1. Water and Safety Instruction
2. Electronic Cigarettes and Youth
3. Recognition of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and
Queer/Questioning Individuals as a Protected Class
4. Homework: Quality over Quantity
If you have any concerns or opinions about these resolutions,
please send your comments to Cheri Dimar by June 20, 2016.
Thank you.
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